WHAT  FRANCE   IS   THINKING

To a suburban church one Sunday morning, Mgr
Suhard, Archbishop of Paris, sent a canon to preach
collaboration at the Mass for men. As a protest, many
Catholics left the church.

His sermon ended, the canon left the pulpit. His place
was immediately taken by a cure of the parish who
preached resistance.

Schism?

I use the word because it is on the lips of many Catholics.

Communism?   Monarchy?   Schism?

Anything is possible in France, except the continuance
in power of Petain.1

Revolution?

Yes, as soon as the Germans show weakness in France.
Vichy knows it. The Germans know it so well that they
employ revolution as an argument with the Marshal. It
can be understood why Petain has never spoken a
word of pity for the unfortunate "communist" hostages
shot by the Germans. The Germans are maintaining
order.

How will revolution begin? To make forecasts is not
easy. The peasants are making money and have enough
to eat, while the town-dwellers get poorer and have to
suffer increasing restrictions. Will the peasants come to
the rescue of the others?

The question already arises.

Will peasants in organised bands make guerrilla war
on the Germans?

Once again, anything is possible.

Accumulated money has no real value and cannot be
put to use. It is of no real value because French banknotes
are manufactured by the Germans, as I explained in an
earlier chapter. It cannot be put to use because the
peasants cannot buy clothes, having so few clothing
coupons. Neither can they renew farm machinery, steel
is reserved for war manufactures. Some have thought to
increase their comfort by modernising or repairing their

1 Written before Laval's advent to power, connrming what I nad
said in advance,
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